1. Hilary Botoin movod
PG 8 IWG-D0aracHm
Apartrnam L indon
Hill 1o prepara for har
adoption of a baby

2. Har challonge was
loCTRAN & oonbampo-
rary fosling on & tight
Buadged, withoul Iaaing
1owich waTh ha hisdoey
of tha 18405 building.

By MICHAFL CANNELL

HE Park 5kopse Browmsoone, wiih s
carved deforative panels and imvit-
ifg spoop, may be many people’s
|dea of Mew York charm, Buk (b s o
HElary Bodesn's. =10 was o bessufifud
npantment, bul =0 oppressive and
ilark,” sl 88k of (e one-hedromm
on Second Street in Brookiyn thas she owned for
peneen years. = oould never go back 1o iL*

M= Bogein, 44, was looking for mose than sun-
Hght when shé mived ol i Ocicher DE. She
hoped to edopt o child, and she wanbed the baby 1
have ks or ler owm bedroom.

With motherood in mind, she traded her
brownsinnn apartment (o o S0-squnne-Dool Two-
bedroom {cost per square fool: $445) on the eighth
foor of the Clinton Hill Cooperative Apartmenis, &
claster of 11 brick towers in the Clinton Hill neigh-
bochood designed by Wallace K. Harmison, an ar-
chitect better known for his work en Rockeleller
Center and thi United Mations headguurters. Har-
rizon designed the howers ind 1843 as howsing for
warkers employed an the Brookhm Novy Yard
This was as good as il got for modest-income haous-
bng, with pangueed Ooors and doubde-wide windows.

But ihe spartment's feafures were obscured
By chcmdles of meglect mngd “poses of 1l all over the
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place” left by the previouas owner, she sakl, * 1t was
completely disgusiing.”

The challenge wns 10 bring & conMEmporany
fewding to the rooms withaut losing touch with the
tailding’s history, on o budget of jus §130 a squane
{ool. =1 didn't wamt the apartment 1o overreach”
Ms. Botein said. “1t"s moi a foncy balldimg, amd |
didn't want an over-the-top aparomnent.”

Ms. Botoln, who has s PhDu inurbam planning
andl teaches housing policy st Baruch Coliege,
know enough about design to know tho task was
bevorsd her. °1 don’t beach design, et | cirche
around i1,” she said, “I knew enough to knoaw tha |
wodld end op saving money with an architect®

Thit architect was Brian Ripel, a partner in
the youg Brooklyn firm BSYP Architecture Stu-

B, Each noom has o wial paenbad a Gestindt colar, In
ona of he bedrooms, a wall & dana in the Bonjs
ran Moons color Solt Chenciilla. Tha Anoars
drossar (32 499 i brom Room & Board

1. Tha eninnimy shehies are vinbage Daneah
places from Baxter & Liebchan mn Dumbo, The
wall 1o the laft = paimed in Somendlla Red, also
fram Bergamin Moooa.

din, who welcomed tho constrmbnks of retiovating o
spoce with iow ceilings and ligtle Nexibifity on the
location of plombing and other services, "l was
hoth liméing and lbemnting.” b skl “1f forosd as
B B EFRALve "

In ther 1S, devedopers stll subscribed 10
Victorian separntion of public amd private rooma
Mr, Ripel tndlored the ploce to o sl famdly b
poaling (he kitchen, Airsing A Hvimg areis i one
open space bathed with lighs from the generously
proportoned windows

Many people ke e Botemn movng o hrick
housing towers face the same problems: how o
updaie mideenhiry housing 10 Comemaomn
newsds and relleve ihe mopntory of i ogma
*They were generic, 1o gy the beast” Mr. RKipel
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